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Inside this issue: 

Watseka First United Methodist Church 
‘Moving with Jesus into the community to share God’s Love’  

 Pastor Kara’s Message . . . 

 It’s hard to believe that it’s already August. Since we came to you from New 
Jersey, our summer vacation was super short. The kids finished school on the 21st 
of June, and we moved on the 1st of July. In Lincolnwood, school will begin for my 
son on August 8, and Evie will finally land in Watseka after her Jersey Shore Mis-
sion Trip for worship on August 18. Just after that school will begin here and life 
will return to…. normal? 

 Normal is a concept my daughter and I have been talking a lot about recently. 
What is normal really? In some ways, normal is what we make it out to be. What we 
decide to do with our time and our talents, our passions and our purpose, in many 
ways defines our normal. We each have the power to put our gifts, talents, and re-
sources to work to change the world into what we need it to be, as spelled out by 
our faith in Jesus Christ and the hope he provides to all who feel lost, outcast, bro-
ken, or just not quite normal. 

 In many ways, this time for a new pastor is a bit freeing. We just don’t know 
what normal is yet in our new churches and communities. This is a time we get to 
feel out what is happening, has happened, and what God’s people (whom we as pas-
tors have been called and appointed to lead) want to do with their power and pur-
pose.  While many of you have encouraged me in leading change, I would caution 
that being open to change and welcoming change are two very different things. 
Change is scary.  

 Change threatens our normal.  

 We often just don’t know what to expect or do when change sets upon us. It can 
leave us frozen in fear and discomfort. If we don’t find healthy ways to manage 
change, it can pull our very foundational strings of support apart from beneath us. I 
will never shame anyone because change is scary. Because, friends, change IS 
scary. 

 My first pastoral suggestion, as the one who may get some blame for all the 
change, is to simply take a spirit-filled breath and relax for now. Our eight-week 
Summer of Ephesians message series is all about this opportunity. Paul was work-
ing with a church on the brink of major changes. The seaport economy of Ephesus 
was a center for trade and commerce. But with all that interchange of goods came a 
vast interplay of ideas.  

 The firm, yet fledgling, community of faith (in that day and age) did not quite 
understand how to be the light of Christ in the face of such diversity, changing ide-
as, fancies, and whims. Economy and commerce, much as it is today, offers a much 
more exciting metric for living that can sway the most dedicated disciple off their 
path to Christ. Paul was giving them encouragement for their fast-paced, changing 
society that is just as important for us as it was for them.  

 Stay fresh in Christ friends. If we stand on him as our firm foundation (instead 
of the changing fancies of the day), stay purpose-full in our efforts, remember we 
are forgiven when we make mistakes, and focus on Christ’s actions to bring people 
into the family of God, THEN WE WILL finish this race with God’s grace to wel-
come us and reward us! 

(continued on Page 4) 
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September 

Evangel Deadline 
Articles for  the September 

Evangel need to be emailed to: 

newsletter@watsekafumc.com 

or brought to the church office 

by noon, Thursday, Aug. 22. 

mailto:newsletter@watsekafumc.com
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Church News . . . 
 
From Our Visioning Team - 

God’s Discerned Will for Our Church 

To welcome neighbors of all ages to experience 

God, share hope, and be changed by Christ’s vast 

love. 

 The visioning team devoted ourselves to seeking 

and discerning God’s will for our church. Members of the 

team were: Amy Dickte, Ashley Clifton, Bob Sabo, Han-

nah Mitchello, Deena Longest, Diann Peabody, Kara 

Berg, Lea Sieveking, Soni Knapp, and Tony Norrick. We 

spent hours together in gatherings that over time includ-

ed communion; anointing; blessings; praying; prayer 

walk in various areas of town; reading; and getting input 

from members of the congregation, community, and un-

churched individuals; plus “homework” to distribute inter-

view forms, interview, and study. Ruth Storm went 

through the church membership list to identify age 

groups (children, youth, young adults, adults) so that we 

could have feedback from representative sources. Debi 

and Doug Custer agreed to do something brand new. 

They created and hung the “Hopes and Dreams” wall 

that was used to receive and display what was on our 

members’ hearts. We are grateful for the practical sup-

port readily provided by Ruth, Doug, and Debi. 

 The culmination of our holy work was the process of 

actually writing the vision statement and reaching a con-

sensus after revisions and many whole-team emails. We 

began writing after Pastor Kara’s arrival, and we valued 

her fresh perspective and experiences. 

 Our team was a short-term group that met nine 

times from March-July. Next steps are being developed 

by others to connect the vision statement with plans for 

action. Stay alert for ways you may be called to be in-

volved as these plans move forward. 

 The co-chairs of the visioning team (Pastor Bob, 

Pastor Kara, Lea Sieveking) express here our deep 

gratitude to each of the eight members of the team! 

 

Save the Date of August 24! 
 The Watseka FUMC Free Family Fun Carnival is 

Saturday, Aug. 24 from 3-6 p.m.!  Be 

on the lookout for information about this 

upcoming community event, and please 

share the information with others!  

 The post-it slips for food donations 

and job volunteering sign-ups will begin 

Sunday, Aug. 3 during church services. 

You will have until August 18 to sign up 

for a job and to bring food to the church. 

 Questions?  Please contact Ashley 

Clifton at 708-204-4238. 

Church Council Notes - 

   The first church council meeting since Pastor Kara's 
arrival was held on July 18.  Pastor Kara expressed 
both happiness and excitement to be here, saying she 
looks forward to using creativity during worship and 
making changes as time goes. Plans for a  Meet and 
Greet are being made. She welcomes any and all input. 
   Plans are ongoing for the free carnival to be held on 
August 24 and two evening Bible studies are currently 
being held, one on Monday evenings studying the book 
of Job and one on Tuesday evenings about the Para-
bles.  A kitchen clean-up was done in June by the 
UMW, and the trustees held a general church, grounds 
and parsonage clean-up also.   
   An update was given on the visioning team which is to 
be ongoing. A new vision statement was approved by 
the council: Our vision is to welcome neighbors of all 
ages to experience God, share hope, and be changed 
by God's vast love.   
 

Rummage Sale soon approaching! 

 The semi-annual United Methodist Women Rum-
mage Sale will soon be here--Friday, Sept. 13 and Sat-
urday, Sept. 14. Work days will be during the week 
September 9-12.  
 You may now start bringing your Rum-
mage to the church and it can be placed on 
the stage in the Fellowship Hall (not in the 
northwest lower classroom, please). 
 Co-chairs of the sale are DeDe Yener-
ich, Karen Sutfin, Brooke Storm, Debby 
Sapp, and Diann Peabody. Please contact them if you 
have questions about the sale and/or are willing to work 
during the work days or sale days. Your help will be 
greatly appreciated! 
 

Bible Study to Begin in September 
 The book “Busyness: Finding God in the Whirlwind” 

is the title of a new Bible Study beginning 
on September 15.  The study will be of-
fered on Sunday mornings in the chapel 
classroom from 9:15-10:15 and also on 
Monday evenings at a different location.  

 Please contact Diann Peabody (815-683-1004, di-
annpeabody@yahoo.com) if you are interested.  More 
information about “Busyness” will be in the September 
Evangel. 

WUMC General Fund Report:  

(January 1– June 30, 2019) 

General Fund Income & Expense Summary 

 June Y-T-D 

Income ...................... $13,916.96 ............... $97,940.89 

Expenses .................. $18,753.58 ............. $104,165.81 

These figures do not include $13,392.00 due for 2019  

Y-T-D conference apportionments. 

 Thank you for your monetary support which 

allows us to share Jesus’ story and love, fulfilling 

the mission and vision of our church. 

mailto:diannpeabody@yahoo.com
mailto:diannpeabody@yahoo.com
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8-1 Jennifer VanTreese 
8-2 Drew Elliott 
 Scott Zumwalt 
8-3 Betty Busick 
 John Onnen 
8-4 Nancy McKenna 
 Tasha Shane 
8-5 Kathy Cain 
 Maxine Geiger 
8-6 John Cook 
8-7 Rinda Osborn 
8-8 Joanna Fehland 
 Sandy Kohler 
8-9 Donna Dearth 
 DeDe Yenerich 
8-10 Evelyn Madden
 David Schneider 
 Lori Yelenick 
8-11 Logan Clifton 
 David Myers 
 Nick Shoemaker 
8-12 Ashley Clifton 
 True Glover 
 Hudson Knapp 
 Emma Leitz 
8-13 Nancy Davenport 
 Renee McKinney 
 Bev Strom 
8-14 Bob Bradfield 
 Tanner Davenport 
 Hannah Mitchello 
 Ryne Romine 
 Lacey Walder 
 Cora Seibring 
8-15 Seth Bishop 
 Fred Butt 
 Jim Swartz 
8-16 Trenton Davis 
 Jim Knecht 
 Deanna Lustfeldt 

 
8-17 Kristin Burger 
8-19 Fred Cahoe 
 Lindsey Lustfeldt 
 Joseph Swigart 
8-20 Michael Buhrmester 
8-21 Margaret Johnson 
8-22 Eli Perce 
 Willis Perce
 Veselin Rieches 
 Meramonte Villagomez 
8-23 Lesa Corzine 
 Kristin Lundquist 
8-24 Jacob Brown 
 Lacy Clifton 
 Martha Howe 
8-25 Derek Waltz 
8-27 Jeffrey Beer 
8-28 Marlene Light 
 Megan Walver 
8-29 Jordyn Anderson 
 Rachel Bailey 
 Bailey Savoree 
8-30 Timothy Dorsey 
 Deb Longest 
 Bailey Lund 
 Taylor Lund 
8-31 Elden Del Rosso 
 Brandon Hamende 
 Jill Murphy 
 Pastor Bob Sabo 
 Allison Savoree  

8-3-1974 Sandra & Lynn Overacker 
8-8-1981 Velanne & Craig Gocken 
8-8-2015 Kristel & Ryan Sattler 
8-12-1995 Wendy & Mitch Shoemaker 
8-13-1967 Diann & Chuck Peabody (52 yrs.) 
8-14-1960 Joyce & Karl Knauth (59 yrs.) 
8-16-1953 Myra & Frank Davis Sr. (66 yrs.) 
8-17-2013 Meghan & Cole Robertson 
8-18-2007 Cheray & Jason Scott 
8-19-1972 DeDe & Paul Yenerich 
8-21-2010 Emily & Ryan Seibring 
8-22-1986 Marlene & Silas Light  
8-22-1980 Lori & John Rodda 

Serving Our Lord  - 
Children’s Message: 

August 4: Ashley Clifton 

August 11, 8 a.m.: Kim Onnen 

August 11, 10:30 a.m.: Mary Davis 

August 18: Velanne Gocken 

August 25: Debi Custer 

 

8 A.M. Service 

Ushers/Greeters:  

August 4: Jeff & Ashley Clifton 

August 11: John & Kim Onnen 

August 18: Velanne Gocken 

August 25: John & Kim Onnen 

 

10:30 A.M. Service  

Ushers/Greeters: Amy Dickte, Hannah Mitchello 

 

Liturgist: 

Jeanne Brown 

 

Acolytes: 

August 4: Abigail Neukomm 

August 11: Cara Petersen 

August 18: Maggie Dickte 

August 25: Abigail Neukomm 

 

Altar Team: 

Nancy & Gordon Langellier 

 

Radio Broadcast Support: 

August 4: Dr. Joe Scheets in memory of his mother, 

Ruth Scheets, who died at 105 on November 4, 2017 

August 11: Adam & Deena Knapp in honor of Hud-

son’s 6th birthday 

August 18: Paul & DeDe Yenerich in honor of their 

47th wedding anniversary 

August 25: Chuck & Diann Peabody in honor of their 

52nd wedding anniversary 

 

Nursery Attendant Support: 

August 4: Frank & Hannah Mitchello 

August 11: Paul & DeDe Yenerich 

August 18: Chuck & Diann Peabody 

August 25: Rich & Amy Dickte 

 

 
 

Anniversaries - 

   Birthdays -   
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(Pastor Kara’s Message—Continued from Page 1) 

 This is Paul’s vision for the Church of Christ in the 
world. And it’s essential to have vision. Without good 
vision it is much more difficult to see where we are go-
ing, as well as where we should go. A vision keeps us 
focused and full. It is what ensures that what we put our 
time, talent, and treasure into is unified and has great im-
pact in building the kingdom of God right now. Our vi-
sion team has worked tirelessly to identify what you, as a 
congregation of faith called Watseka First UMC, believe 
God is calling us to do and be.  

 The new vision at WFUMC is:  

“To welcome neighbors of all ages to  
experience God, share hope, and 

be changed by Christ’s love.” 

 This is an amazing and powerful vision!! My joy, 

over whatever amount of time God decides to leave me 

in your care, will be to help you live this vision!! To re-

fill this vision when it begins to leak. To identify where 

this vision is being used well and where is it being ne-

glected. To train you to do the same and revision when 

necessary. To lift up leaders who will invest in this vi-

sion, and continue to develop ministries that reflect both 

the needs in our community and God’s direction to go 

forth and make disciples (Matthew 28). To connect this 

vision in ways that will bear even more spiritual fruit in 

God’s name and help you grow in the Holy Spirit to be 

more resourced, so we can all serve in Jesus’ name.  

 Yes, changes will happen. I am not sure I could do 

anything the same day-to-day anyway, honestly. I am a 

whimsical child of God. I have learned to embrace my 

gifts, and I hope you will too. It is a joy and blessing to 

be with you, serving you, and serving others; all to share 

the experience and hope God gives us in order to change 

ourselves, our community, and all the world with Jesus’ 

love! 

 One of the first changes you can and should expect: 

more videos! Thank you to everyone who has offered 

words of support, enjoyment, and excitement over our 

new video announcements and the REACH offering vid-

eos. If you have ideas to share with me, please email, FB, 

or text me! I welcome all stories of how our mission, ser-

vice, and faith share the love of God! 

 All of our videos will be shared on FB and on our 

new YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/

channel/UCHcjGLbCMK0ssgeL8MAhRoA?

view_as=subscriber 

 Like our videos, subscribe to the channel….and 

please become a Watseka FB Warrior and SHARE our 

videos to help us SHARE the HOPE of CHRIST so all 

can experience and be changed! 

Watseka Area Food Pantry - 
 Our maiden voyage to Bloomington with the new 

trailer worked just fine. Also, glad to have Jim Ward 

back driving for us! 

 June bought in 116 families—248 adults and 111 

children—from our area experiencing food insecurity. 

We are so grateful for all the volunteers and donations 

that make this service possible. 

 The main focus for August is potatoes—mashed, 

scalloped or au gratin. But, all 

donations are welcome that have 

a current date. 

 August delivery from Eastern 

Illinois Foodbank is Tuesday, 

Aug. 6 at 8 a.m. On Friday, Aug. 

9 we go to Midwest Foodbank in 

Bloomington and expect to be 

back to the church around 11-

11:30 a.m. Thanks to all the vol-

unteers. 

 

New Members Received 

 Mark & Lacy Clifton were received as members of 
our church during our 8 a.m. worship service on June 9. 
They have a son, Logan, who is 2 years old. 
 Doug & Debra Longest were also received as 
church members during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. 
 When you see these families please say hi and 
make them feel welcomed. We are excited to have them 
in our church family and pray for God’s continued bless-
ings to be with them. 

 

Infant Baptism - 

 During our 10:30 a.m. worship service on June 30, 
Milo Maximus Dudgeon, son of Mike & 
Mollie Dudgeon, was baptized. Milo was 
born on October 22, 2018. Milo has a 
big sister & brother, Isla who is 5-1/2 
and Oliver who is 3-1/2. Joe and Karen 
Sutfin are Milo’s maternal grandparents. 
We pray for God’s continued blessings 
to be with Milo and his family. 
 

 

Upper Room Devotional Available 
     Are you interested in a practical way to spend time 
with scripture?  The Upper Room is a daily devotional 
magazine written by people interested in sharing their 
faith.  The bi-monthly publication is a collection of sto-
ries of real people working to live faithfully with the Bible 
as their touchstone. 
     To receive a paper copy of this magazine please 
contact one of these people:  Melinda Day, church sec-
retary (815-432-4903), Lea Sieveking (815-432-5737), 
or Diann Peabody (815-683-1004).  Lea and Diann are 
part of the church’s Member Care Team.   
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHcjGLbCMK0ssgeL8MAhRoA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHcjGLbCMK0ssgeL8MAhRoA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHcjGLbCMK0ssgeL8MAhRoA?view_as=subscriber
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Watseka First United Methodist Church 

301 South Fourth Street 
Watseka, IL 60970 

Pastor--Rev. Kara Berg 
Phone: 815-432-4903 
Fax: 815-432-5070 
Church Website: www.watsekaumc.com 
Church Email: melinda@watsekafumc.com 
Rev. Kara Berg Email: kwolfberg512@gmail.com 
Evangel News Email: newsletter@watsekafumc.com 
Office Hours: 
8:30a.m. - Noon and 1 - 4:30p.m. (Mon. thru Fri.) 
Sunday Worship Times: 
8:00 a.m. Informal Worship 
10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
7:00 p.m. Radio  Broadcast on WIBK, 96.9FM and 
www.wibkradio.com 

"Go Make Disciples of All 
Nations" Matthew 28:19 

First United Methodist 
Church Watseka 

Our Mission: Make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
Our Vision: To welcome neighbors of all ages to experience God, share hope,  

and be changed by Christ’s vast love. 


